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Nature in Abundance 

Once in a small village town there flowed a sparkling 

clean river. It was a tributary of the Ganges but was very 

wide. On the river bank were emerald green fields, beautiful 

flowers and a variety of birds. Next to the river lived a 

hardworking fisherman Shyam and his wife, Leela. 

They owned a small land holding behind their house. 

The land, being next to the river was full of alluvial soil 

which made it very fertile, best suited for cultivation. 

Besides the fish they caught, they would grow fresh 

vegetables and some seasonal fruits. It was just enough for 

them to take it to the local market and sell it to the other 
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Working hard to accomplish the 
dream 

 

It was the month of spring when Firry was born. By the time 

she was a few months old, she was in a position to be with 

her parents on the boat. Firry would patiently sit in her 

mother’s lap while her father Shyam would throw the net in 

the river. Firry loved the falling of the spread net in the 

water.  

 

After a while Shyam would row them back to the edge of 

the river and leave his boat there. 

Now was the time to go to the market to sell the freshly 

plucked vegetables from the little garden they had. Shyam 

went alone, leaving Leela and Firry at home so that they 
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An Unusual Friendship 

As Firry grew older, she also made friends with a hatchling 

crocodile whom she named Ally. Leela would often 

admonish her not to go very close to it saying it could be 

dangerous. Ally would swim close to the boat trying to get a 

glimpse of Firry whenever she was on the boat. Leela would 

often scold her that incase the mother alligator ever felt 

that her baby was threatened she would pose a threat to 

both, Shyam and Firry. Firry would always calm her mom 

saying, “Mother, we are friends. We like seeing each other 

and Ally loves swimming next to the boat…how can we ever 

harm each other? “As the days passed, Leela understood 

that Ally was soon becoming a member of their team in the 

river and was quite harmless.  

  




